
October
9 Friends of YES Mixer
13 Conclusion of Brookside 4th & 5th Grade

Poetry in the Schools
23 No School--Staff Development
30 Brookside K-2 Assembly: Wildlife 

Associates “Creep Critters”

November
1 YES Night at Pancho’s in Fairfax

November (cont’d)
1 YES Board Meeting
6 Wade Thoms Assembly: Bernie Jones  

(Author Sharon Bushell)
10 No School--Veteran’s Day
13 Brookside Assembly: Storyteller Carla 

Ravetta
23-24 Thanksgiving Vacation
27 Wade Thomas Poetry in the Schools      

Begins for 3rd, 4th and 5th grades
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from Julie Whyte
In the next several days you will receive the

annual request to support YES through the Family
Giving Campaign.  It is very easy to put it aside
or let it fall to the bottom of the pile – but please,
take the time to look at this year’s brochure
carefully.

Do you remember when our children were
offered only six classes of art per year? Your child
now gets a dedicated art class with a
credentialed teacher every week.

Do you remember seeing school library books
so old librarians had to patch them with scotch

tape? Donations to YES enabled our libraries
to buy over $30,000 of new books last year.

Do you remember when the only assemblies
were not memorable? Your child gets 6 exciting
assemblies each year that inspire and enrich
classroom learning.

Our schools have changed dramatically since
YES was launched six years ago.  With the support
of families like you, YES has worked in partnership
with our teachers and administrators to build a
school district that provides an interesting, well-
rounded, quality education for every child – your
child.

Supporting the Family Giving Campaign is
easy.  Payments can be made on a quarterly or
monthly basis, by check or by credit/debit card.
A $500 contribution to YES works out to about
$42 per month – less than the cost of one cup of
coffee a day!  That $500 contribution translates
into many music or art classes, 25 new library
books, or 2 new trumpets, or art supplies for a
year or a stipend for an after school sports coach.

You help determine the quality of education
your child receives.  Support your YES Family
Giving Campaign today!

Your Family Giving Campaign is Underway

from Kristin Nash
The new art teacher at Wade Thomas is not a

new face around campus.  With two sons –a
sophomore at Drake and a Wade Thomas fifth
grader – she’s been supporting the school and its
art program for the past decade.  Jenni Bahrt has
helped in the classroom, made teacher gifts and
coordinated YES Gala gifts each year. More
recently, she served a three-year stint on the
district’s art committee, a group that guides the
K-8 art program.

With a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the
California College of Arts and Crafts in Oakland
and a teaching credential from San Francisco
State University, as well as experience teaching
art in high school, middle school and last year at
Brookside Upper as a long-term substitute, Jenni
brings both perspectives of artist and teacher to
the classroom.  “Since I was a little girl, I always
wanted to be an elementary school teacher,” said
Jenni.  “I always loved art too and this job enables
me to marry those passions.”

Jenni is excited about teaching technique, art
history, art  appreciation, and teaching students
how to critique art.  “Ultimately, I want them to
have experience and a comfort level with a range
of materials so they feel confident expressing
themselves artistically,” she said.

When possible, Jenni plans to coordinate
curriculum with what’s happening in the
classroom, as she’s currently doing with a fifth
grade class studying bones.  She also plans to
include art from a multi-cultural perspective,
currently giving third graders a sense of aboriginal
art so they can create animals and patterns that
echo that influence.

Jenni’s own art interests include textiles, mixed
media, collage, found and recycled objects, all
media she plans to incorporate into her classes.
“I want the children to see that art extends way
beyond drawing and painting… that it’s present
in our everyday lives and all around us.”

Jenni Bahrt Brings
Experience to Wade
Thomas Art Program

Music and the Brain
Research on music and its effect on the brain

gained public attention in the early 1990’s when
Gordon Shaw of theUniversity of California-
Irvine and Frances Rauscher of the University
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh published their findings
on the Mozart effect, which determined that
listening to ten minutes of Mozart temporarily
improved spatial reasoning.

But in 1988, Dr. Jean Houston of the
Foundation for Mind Research had already found
that music lessons provide children with access
to non-verbal modalities which help them learn
reading, writing and math much more easily.

Eight years later, Nature published important
findings about first graders and music. Research
conducted by Martin Gardiner of Brown
University's Center for the Study of Human
Development showed that children who  received
music instruction that emphasized sequential
skills and played musical games involving rhythm
and pitch--like the methods used in Ross Valley
schools--scored significantly better in math than
students who received traditional music classes.

Research also confirms the strong link
between instrumental music in middle school
and high math skills. But just as importantly,
studies point to more positive social development
and less involvement with drugs and alcohol
among middle-grade students who play in band
or orchestra.

Decades of research point to the crucial role
music plays in a comprehensive education. For
more information about the studies mentioned
here, and many others, visit www.yestokids.org.

YES CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS


