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Some 50 White Hill Middle School students
are currently working hard at “play,” immersing
themselves in the songs, dances, dialogue and
dialects of the Tony-award winning show,  Crazy
for You, which showcases many of George and
Ira Gershwin’s best-loved songs.  With great
material and experienced, dedicated professionals
at the helm, the production promises to be an
incredible experience in musical theater for the
students.

The director is Mary Ann Rodgers, a
credentialed teacher (she taught Spanish at White
Hill for five years) and an experienced actor and
director with 30 years of experience doing
productions in San Francisco, as well as
Shakespeare in Santa Cruz and Napa Valley.  The
show’s musical director is Richard Riccardi, a
White Hill music teacher and winner of the 2006
Mr. Holland’s Opus Award for excellence in
teaching. The students also benefit from a
professional choreographer, and production and
design managers.

“Without YES, there would be no theater arts
experience for these kids,” says Rodgers. “Because
performing arts have not been consistently funded

by the state since the 1970’s, it is vital to these
children that we offer a support system, like YES,
to ensure these programs remain in our schools.”

YES Theater produces two plays at White
Hill each year (as well as productions at each
elementary school).  “Participating in theater
offers kids so much in the way of development
of self confidence, creative self expression and
open-mindedness,” says Rodgers.  “And a show
like this offers so much more… an introduction
to the music of the Gershwins; fabulous dancing
and singing numbers; the lessons and historical
context of the depression during which the show
takes place; and the value of working together in
an ensemble -- like a symphony, everyone’s got
to play to make it work.”

Crazy for You made its Broadway debut in
1992 and is loosely based on the 1930 hit Girl
Crazy by the Gershwin brothers.  With four great
Gershwin songs from that show -- "Bidin' My
Time," "Embraceable You," "I Got Rhythm" and
"But Not for Me" and 13 others, in the end Crazy
for You is a veritable Gershwin feast.

“In addition to being an important opportunity
for the students at White Hill,” says Rodgers,

“this also is an opportunity for the community.
For many of our kids, the only theater they’ve
seen are YES productions.  Hopefully, we can
help kids, even young ones, learn to be an
appreciative audience and to develop a love for
the performing arts.”

YES Theater is a tuition-based program
subsidized by the YES Foundation.

Ticket Information:
Crazy for You Show times:
Friday, December 1, 7:30 pm
Saturday, December 2, 2 pm and 7:30 pm
Sunday, December 3, 2 pm

Order tickets in advance by calling the YES
Foundat ion at 721-1555 or emai l ing
info@yestokids.org; also, check at the school
office one week before the show opens; the box
office will open 45 minutes before each show.

Tickets are $10 for adults and $7 for children.
Season tickets will be available for this and YES
Theater’s Spring Festival. Watch YES News for
more information.

White Hill Students Are Crazy for You

YES CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS

Ryan Mulgrew graduated from Drake High
School last spring knowing that theater would be
a major part of his life.  He headed to New York
University (NYU) to study theater.  His dream:
to perform on Broadway.

It’s a dream that began when, as a third grader
at Wade Thomas, Ryan signed up for The Odyssey.
From that experience, he fell in love with theater
and participated in every production he could --
two more in elementary school and six during his
White Hill  years.

 “I loved the idea that you could go out of
yourself and take on another character,” says Ryan.
 “I’m really not that outgoing and this was an
outlet for me.”

During his freshman year at Drake, to expand
his theater skills, he became student director for
the Wade Thomas production of Annie Warbucks
where he worked with the young actors on their
characters and scenes.  As a sophomore, he was
student director for Wade Thomas’s Once Upon
a Mattress.

The next year, the YES Foundation hired Ryan
as an assistant director for the Wade Thomas

production of The Wizard of Oz, a play he was in
his sophomore year at Drake.  “Hiring a student
for this position is not usually done,” says Jennifer
Asselstine, YES Theater Chair.  “But he did such
a great job as student director, we really wanted
him on board.”

“It was fun working with all the kids as a
student and then assistant director,” says Ryan.
“I had received so much over the years in the
program and it really felt like I was able to give
something back.”

As a freshman at NYU, majoring in theater
(and considering a minor in business), Ryan is
closer than ever to fulfilling his dream.  Life in
New York is fun and challenging and Ryan looks
forward to honing his craft and gaining new
experiences.

“Theater in our schools is such a great
opportunity for kids.  Other areas of the state don’t
have this kind of opportunity – to be in a play,
have it staged at a professional venue like the
Playhouse,” said Ryan. “I’m glad kids are
continuing to get the drama opportunities that I
had.”

Ryan Mulgrew’s dream started in YES Theater
by Kristin Nash

by Kristin Nash



Top 5 Reasons to Renew or Sign Up for eScrip Today
1. Last year eScrip & United cards accounted
for almost $60,000 of FREE funding for YES
programs.

2. In all, grocers accounted for $45,000 of
YES Shop funding last year. If you buy groceries-
-and we all do--your credit/debit cards and Safeway
card should be registered. We earned more than
$20,000 from Safeway last year. Andronico's,
Good Earth, Whole Foods, Mollie Stone's and
Woodlands also generously contribute when your
cards are registered.

3. Over 200 current registered eScrip
supporters have no activity year-to-date because
their cards are expired. Update your cards today!

4. Participating merchants will give between
1-10% of your purchase price to YES. When
you shop on-line for ANYTHING please first go
to and use eScrip’s on-line marketplace to launch
the window for Gap, Land's End, iTunes, Snapfish,
American Airlines, Best Buy, eBay, and many
more merchants. When you access the merchant
this way we receive a  percentage of the purchase
price. If eScrip does not have the store you want
you can also use  www.schoolpop.com to shop
with your registered cards.

5. A few hundred of us generate between $100-
$300 each through our everyday shopping.
Review your personal reports on eScrip.com.
When you register or update your profile at

www.escrip.com please look at the reports section
and see how much you have contributed. One
supporter generated over $600 in 2005. The rest
of us likely need to update our cards. Get some
gratification and know that by simply registering
and updating your cards you are doing our children
and our schools a great service.

Don’t forget to register your card by
October 31 to be eligible to win one of five
gift certificates from participating eScrip
merchants. If you’re already renewed,
you’re also eligible to win.

from Shana Bruner, YES Shop

YES
Ross Valley Schools Foundation
P.O. Box 2
San Anselmo, CA  94979
(415) 721-1555
info@yestokids.org

www.yestokids.org

To Donate go to
the website and click on
Family Giving Compaign

YES, It’s Working
For All Our Kids!
Brookside, Manor, Wade Thomas,
White Hill

To view YES News on line and access
links related to various articles, go to
www.yestokids.org/newsletter

Questions? Comments? E-Mail info@yestokids.org

Pancho Villa’s has been a Fairfax favorite since
1976 when it was Carlos and Pancho’s Restaurant.
When Kelly Day, now Kelly Medina, met owners
Syd and Jodi Gabriel in Mill Valley where all their
kids went to school, she didn’t know the restaurant
would become her personal and professional future.

Kelly became the Gabriel’s bookeeper, property
manager and eventually their bartender in Fairfax.
It was during that time that Kelly met Carlos
Medina, a waiter in the restaurant and the man
who would become her husband.

Working day and night, Kelly was in the right
place at the right time to buy Carlos and Pancho’s
when Syd Gabriel decided to sell. She began
taking Spanish classes full-time, attending cooking

classes and visiting Mexico to develop skills that
would sustain Pancho Villa’s.

Then, in 2004, she and Carlos were married.
Together they have five children, ages 2 to 20,
one currently at Brookside. Carlos, in addition to
working with Kelly in the restaurant, runs his own
plumbing business, Medina Plumbing.

Kelly is proud of Pancho Villa’s place in the
community. In 2005 she began sponsoring
scheduled YES nights during which patrons can
present Pancho’s flyers and Kelly will donate 20%
of the total bill to YES. Last year, she donated
over $1,800 to the foundation programs.

For more information about Pancho Villa’s go
to www.yestokids.org/newsletter.php.

Pancho Villa’s, a Community Favorite
Change of Schedule

November 1ST YES Night at
Pancho’s has been changed to

Nov. 15
New Dates for 2006-07 are

December 13th
January 31th
March 7th
April 25th
May 23rd

Starling Summer Designs
Accessories for Women & Children

Inventory Clearance Sale
Up to 90% off retail prices!

Overstock of discontinued colors/designs - headbands, crystal
accessories, fabric hairclips, ponytail ties, shawls & more

Two Days Only!
October 28 and 29 (Saturday & Sunday)

9 am to 4 pm
Art Start, 1407 Fourth St., San Rafael

20% of clearance sales proceeds will be donated to

Starling Summer Designs accessories are available at retail stores & fundraiser
events -- visit www.starlingsummer.com for more info.


