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Concert
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Duane BigEagle: A Poet’s Point of View

If you have little recall of what simile,
metaphor or juxtaposition mean, I recommend
you ask a Ross Valley fourth grader. They’ve
probably spent time with Duane BigEagle and
they know!

“What is a metaphor for freedom?” he asks.

Hands shoot up. “A bird flying!”

“The wind in my face as I open my
door.” says another. “That’s
wonderful, now try a simile.”

“Free like a bird” several eager
children shout out.

With grace and surety, Mr. BigEagle
stands before the Wade Thomas fourth
grade classroom and asks what it might
be like to see the world from a different
point of view. “What if you were the school
water faucet?”

The children have no trouble

imagining this, “You’d be looking at
mouths all day” giggle two girls.
“A writer,” he quietly explains, “can share
an experience with words or describe
anything without using its name.” And
with that, he sits and reads poetry by
children imagining themselves as snow,
a shadow and life itself. He asks the
students to try it. “You could be an animal, a
cloud, anything you can imagine. Tell me where
you come from, how big are you, why are you
important to the universe.” Heads down, pencils
moving, the children are clearly inspired as Mr.
BigEagle circles the classroom helping each
child write a poem.

[T:Mwas taught to value a connection with the
land that sustains our lives. I learned early that
individuality, creativity, self-expression, and
love of beauty are essential to the survival of a
whole and healthy person. And I have
experienced the roles that art and poetry play in

[T:I0hildren and adults need to play to develop
their imaginations. Adults model life and living
for the young; if children see you reading and
being creative, they’ll pick up the habit.

[T:THor me it’s traditionally American Indian;

we are expected to pass on what we know to
the next generation. Elt’s sort of the job of an
American Indian poet; it’s not enough for me
to just sit in a room writing.

the passing of culture from one generation to
the next. EThese lessons and values have formed
the person that [ have become -- poet, teacher,
painter, traditional singer and dancer, artist in
education, community organizer, and cultural
activist
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[T:IAnyone can write a poem, but it helps to
know some of the tools of creative writing and

that’s what I teach. Creativity is our human
heritage and self expression is what humans do.
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[T:INative American oral tradition and
singers around a traditional singing group.
American Indian songs have wonderful
imagistic lyrics and it’s some of the oldest
poetry in this hemisphere.

Poet Duane BigEagle has taught creative
writing since 1976 with the California
Poets in the School program and comes
to the Ross Valley through YES Poets
in the School Program. He also teaches
in the Native American Studies programs
at Sonoma State University and College
of Marin. He has been awarded Artist in
Residence grants from the California Arts
Council and the Headlands Center for
the Arts and has served many agencies
including the California Arts Council and the
National Endowment for the Arts. EHe has
received many awards including the W. A.
Gerbode Poetry Award in 1993. EHe is a
founding Board Member of the American Indian
Public Charter School in Oakland, CA., and was
an educational reform consultant for several
agencies including the Annenberg Institute for
School Reform. EMr. BigEagle was born in
Claremore, Oklahoma, of American Indian
(Osage Tribe) descent. He is a cultural activist,
a traditional American Indian singer and an
Osage Southern Straight traditional dancer.

Make your contribution to the YES Family Giving Campaign by December 31st

Every child benefits. Every family can participate.
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Playing With Talent and Passion
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TJ Kyong is a graduate of Ross Valley
Schools, a freshman at UC Berkley and above
all a talented and enthusiastic flautist. He is a
music major who plays in the Berkley orchestra
and is considering a second major. All in all,
he’s a thriving and successful young man, a role
model for how our schools can support the
development of well rounded artists.

TJ was fortunate to be surrounded by music
in his family who discovered his potential when
he shared his sister’s piano teacher in the second
grade.

It was clear that TJ was blessed with
musical talent, but he discovered his passion at
his first recital that inspired his enduring
commitment. When he was in the fourth grade
he was attracted to the flute at his church. At
the time, Richard Riccardi and Perry Smith were
offering their band program at Wade Thomas,
which TJ describes as “super fun!” TJ remembers
playing flute for an eighth grade graduation at
White Hill when he was in sixth grade and Mr.
Riccardi’s parting words to him that day, “Don’t
drop the flute!”

The family moved to Pennsylvania for
TJ’s freshman year and he and his sister both
auditioned and were accepted into an art school

that opened TJ to the broader world of music
and the arts, an experience he treasures.

Back in San Anselmo, TJ attended Drake
and continued to study flute. As a testament to
his ability to excel musically and academically,
TJ was admitted to UC Berkley in the fall of
2006, but not before realizing one last Ross
Valley dream, a concert with his mentor and
teacher, Mr Riccardi. TJ had tried several times
to perform with Mr Riccardi, but the pressures
of their busy lives made it difficult. This summer,
TJ performed his favorite pieces from Henri
Busser, Prokofiev, Khachaturian, and Kuhlau
with Mr. Riccardi at the Presbyterian Church in
San Anselmo.

To students who have passion in the arts
and struggle with the academic load, TJ offers
advice. “There is always time to practice if you
manage your time wisely. It’s a challenge, but
there’s a lot of time you spend just sitting around
watching TV. If you love to play, then you’ll
find the time.”

Anyone interested in seeing TJ play can
find the schedule for the Berkley Orchestra
at.http://Is.berkeley.edu/dept/music/concerts.html
and catch him there. In the meantime, he hasn’t
lost his fascination for the cello ....

The 2006-07 Ross Valley
School District Family Directory
is being delivered to the schools
this week.They are being
distributed through each family’s
youngest child.

YES provides the directory as
a service to our families and we
want it to be as useful as possible.
This year, we were able to
maintain its usability and save
over $1,000 by eliminating the
stand-out tab on the category
separation pages.We think we’ve
come up with a good solution to
keep the convenience of the

The directories are coming!
The directories are coming!

separate sections in tact.

Also new this year, we’re
making a limited number of
additional directories available for
$12 each to families who want to
keep one in an office or car. If you

are interested, email
info@yestokids.org or watch for
the order form in upcoming
newsletters. Directories will be
distributed on a first-come-first-
served basis.

Thanks to Sherri Fong for once
again taking on the job of getting
all the directories to the school

“...individuality, creativity,
self-expression, and love of
beauty are essential to the
survival of a whole and
healthy person.[]

Duane BigEagle
YES Poets in the Schools Teacher
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To Donate go to

the website and click on
Family Giving Compaign
You can download a printable
form or donate on line.

YES, It’s Working

For All Our Kids!
Brookside, Manor, Wade
Thomas, White Hill

To view YES News on line and
access links related to various
articles, go to
yestokids.org/newsletter.php
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Business Supporting Schools!

$5,000 District Partner

$2,500 School Partner

$1,500 Academic Partner

$1,000 Classroom Partner

$500 Scholastic Partner

$300 Student Partner



Art Abloom

Joanne Bertozzi

Loren & Jean Carjulia
Charlie & Susan Cronk
Dabora Family

Greg & Lynn Davison

in honor of Nate & Ollie Davison

Warren & Ellen Dodge
Patti & Doug Eisinger
in honor of Andy Eisinger
John & Gina Feiner
Kendall & Peter Galli
Peter & Carolyn Goodman

Jill Abram
Mary & Gary Acord
Sam & Barbara Alexander
Tree Allen
Jeff & Nancy Alonzo
in honor of Payton Alonzo
Mary & Randy Altshuler
Paul & Robin Andronico
Sherry Ardito
Bill Arigi & Jennifer Lowell
Shereen Ash & Gene Moore
Ashcraft-Holloway Family
Joni Aubrey
Barkan-Melrose Family
Nathalie & Jonathan Barsky
in honor of Emma Barsky
Bearly/Malinowski Family
Morris & Carolyn Beazley
Susan Becker
Tina & Keith Benson-Merron
Abra & Richard Berkson
Berlin Family
Monica & Eric Bergman
Rosaleen Bertolino & Mitch Cowardin
Lori & Dan Betchart
Elise Bishop
Amy & BJ Blackburn
Bonander-Beer Family
in honor of SvenBeer
Boucher Family
Richard Boyce & Brenda Cantu
Nell & Nelson Branco
Jean & Les Brockett
Brooks Family
Bart & Shana Bruner
William Burke & Carissa Guirao
Maya & Geoffrey Butterfield
Natalie Calder
Caldwell Family
Diane & Lundy Campbell
Lisa Canin & Bob Hoffman
Dan & Joan Carlson
Darla Carroll
Alan & Caren Cascio
Mary Cedarblade & Rick Jones
Kuk Hwa Chang
in honor of Jin Sung Kim
Christie Family
Mary Christy-Cirillo
Richard & Diane Conner
Stacey Cooper
Corr Family
John & Maria Cunningham
Catherine Davis
Dean Family
Delaroca Family
Dirk Denny & Thea Liskamm

2006-07 Leadership Circle
$1,000 and over

Sandra Hamilton

Conn & Christina Hickey
Doug & Eva Holm
Houston Family

John Brockway Huntington
Foundation

Diana & Warren Karlenzig
Gail Kavanagh

Jill and Greg Korst

Susan Kraft & Patrick Scott
Louise & Doug Lind
Jeanne & Michael Lipson
Lotte & Joe Mackie

Tom & Sheryl Mayes
Scott & Heidi McCarthy
in honor of my kids
Modlin Family
in honor of the Modlin kids
Timothy & Patricia Newberry
in honor of Jane & Kate Newberry
Lesleigh & John Ordway
Gigi & Gene Phillips
Kim & Russ Silva
Julie Steier & Gary Millar
Alison Peltz
Ross & Rebecca Sullivan

2006-07 Family Giving Donors

Steve & Nancy Derr
Jaime & Rick Dillon
Holly Dines
George & Peggy Dodge
John & Amy Ducharme
Bill & Mary Lee Duff
Kira & Travis Duro
Anamary & Matt Ehlen
David & Claudia Eiseman
Emge Family
Anne & Eric Engert
Farmer Family
Karen & Ned Farnkopf
Joan Ferris
Janet Fong & Rod Moore
Sherri Fong
Fredericks Family
Beth Freedman & Clarke Cudd
in honor of All the students in
theRVSD
Fremier Family
in honor of Audrey & Alec Fremier
Tracy & Michael Froehlich
Steven & Julie Gallagher
Laura & Gregory Garcia
Gilbert Family
Renée Goddard & Alexi Tcherepanov
Larry & Ingrid Goldfarb
Robin Goldman & Chris Miller
in honor of Devin Miller
Susan & Michael Gonella
Bill & Lou Goodwin
Gorman Family
Amy Gosman in honor of Bella &
Angus
Gove Family
Trevor Greenwood & Julie Mozena
Pascale & Conrad Gregory
Robin Greiner & Ellis Vance
in honor of Olivia Vance
Julie Griesert/Marc Charnow
Mikey Gunderson & David Finnane
Laurie and Doug Hailer
Nigel & Siobhann Hall
Harrison Family
Scott Heath
Dan & Lori Hennessey
Dan Hodge & Tina Warren
Tina & Harvey Hunerberg
Jolie Jacobs in honor of Nio Jacobs
David Jay & Shelley Hamilton
Johnson/Raddue Family
in honor of Luke & Julia Raddue
Jack Judkins & Sandy Gartzman
in honor of Ben Judkins
Margaret & Bob Kadoyama
Shelley Katz & Ken Polowitz

Tom & Mary Kavanaugh
Lauren Keegan
Beverly & Josh Kelly
in honor of Spencer Kelly
Maurice & Nympha Kinsolving
Brenda & Brad Klung
David Knepler & Karen Koenig
Urban & Kim Koagedal
Hal & Linda Kramer
in honor of Ryan Phillips
Natasha Krick
Mirka & Jiri Kripac
Onnie Howard Kyne
Erinn Lance
Julia Ledyard
in honor of Ella Rose Ledyard
Lee's of 90 Bosque Ave.
Suzanne Legallet
Genevieve & Bill Lescohier
Michael Levinson & Kirsten Wojcik
Allison & Carl Loeb
Longo Family
in honor of Dominic & Patric Longo
Christine & Frank Lucido
Mia & Jeff Ludlow
Chris & Tom Lyons
Rob & Tia Maerz
John & Maureen Maher
Peter & Lisa Mallon
Christine Margetic
Michael & Sue Marsh
Mathew & Karen Martin
Larry Martinez/Phyllis Frizza
May Family
McGuire/Larios Family
in honor of David & Vanessa Larios
McKee/Hurst Family
So-Ran Min & Dae-Seop Yi
Stephen Minus
Caroline & Robert Miros
Mirsky Family
Misskelley Family
Aggie & Mike Moynihan
Lou Muckerman
Austin Murphy & Laura Hilgers
William Murray
Heather Neely & Bryan Beaver
Susan Neil in honor of
Georgia & Charlie Deffner
Anne & Gary Newman
James & Catherine O'Hehir
Maryann O'Sullivan & Sterling
Johnson
Kathy O'Sullivan & Mike Anguera
Paul Overby
Parode/Lim Family
David Pesce & Susan McMenaman

Dave & Theresa Sunding
Romy & Perry Taubman
in honor of Rachel & Sara Taubman
Michael & Leslie Vorperian
David Weinsoff,
Fairfax Town Council Member
Julie & Malcolm Whyte
Chris & Mica Yalonis
Marcus & Linda Yamane
Jim Young Fine Home
Building in honor of
Alyssa & Savanna Young

Roy & Jan Phillips
in honor of Ryan Phillips
Ann & John Pope
Patti Posner
Tom & Gina Raith
Amy & Kevin Ramsey
Brian & Susan Reed
Carol & Sid Reynolds
Nancy & Mike Rogers
Kevin Rogers
Brigitt & Ben Rogne
Root Family in honor of
Jack & Russell Root
Andrea Roussos & Chris Faville
Ruzzier-Gaul Family
Amy & Kevin Saavedra
Mark & Cathy Sarkisian
Lisa Sebastian
Shorrock Family
Linda Sibbett
Maria Silver
Nancy & Arthur Silverman
Adrian & Claire Slade
Barbara Smith
Laura Snelling
Sandra Soklin & Robin Crabill
Jonathan & Devony Sonett
Diana Sottile & David Potovsky
Chris & Sonya Stanley
Debra & Alan Stephens
Elizabeth Stires
Joan & Wayne Stout
Shaun & Gloria Sullivan
Susan & Mike Swezy
Swigart Family
Carol Tabb
Karen Tesitor & Jim Wilhelmsen
Carig Thigpen
Glynns Thomas
Theodore & Maura Thurgate
Traut Family
Tween Beauty
Zoe Vavrek's Family
Knar & Jerry Vorperian
Anne Vosler & Tim Smith
Peter Werba
Mike & Wendy Whitworth
Julia Wiersema
Steve & Denise Willis
Diana & Andrew Winkler
Jolene Winston
John and Ruth Wright
Sandy Young
John Yun in honor of J.L.Yun
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Every child benefits. Every family can participate.

Any amount is welcome and all donations are tax deductible.
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Family Participant
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Leadership Circle
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Contribute Monthly
O
O
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Contribute Annually

Thank you for your generosity!



