
January
22 Kindergarten Registration Begins
23 White Hill Oh Sister Parent Meeting
24 YES Board Meeting
31 YES Assembly at Wade Thomas:

Boxtales, a bilingual program
31 YES Night at Pancho’s in Fairfax

February
5 Brookside 3rd Grade Poets in the 

Schools begins
14 YES Assembly at Wade Thomas:

Red Panda Acrobats
19-23 No School--Winter Break
26 Brookside’s Cinderella Tech Week
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1625 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. in Fairfax

Bring this ad to Pancho Villa’s in Fairfax
on Jan. 31 and the restaurant

will donate 20%
of your entire order to YES.

For the perfect  break on a cold night, bring another family, tell your
friends, or if you’re just too busy, buy a gift certificate to use another day
(don’t forget to show them this ad) and Pancho’s will still donate 20% of

your entire purchase to YES.

Call 459-0975 for reservations (it gets crowded!)
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When Johanna Herrera became White Hill’s
new art teacher this year, she unexpectedly
inherited the newly YES-funded pre-period art
class. She had no idea what she was going to do
with the kids.  “I never thought that this program
would be mine, so I didn’t have any ideas lined
up.”  But Herrera hit the ground running and
created a program she calls, “Explosion of Self.”

The program was developed by former White
Hill art teacher Gray Douglas to offer more art
opportunities for sixth-graders. “These kids are
coming from art rich environments in elementary
school,” says Herrera, “and eventually going on
to full art programs in high school, it only seems
fair to offer them that same level of enrichment
in the 6th grade.”

Herrera stresses that the middle school years
are a very introspective age.  She wants to help

the kids explore who they are through art, find
their inspiration and perhaps even find themselves.
 “So many kids feel that they cannot express
themselves the way that they would like to or be
heard the way that they would like to be.  I feel
that art is a very important avenue for those
questions to be asked and that kind of soul
searching to take place.”  It’s one of the reasons
she became a teacher.  “I thought about my own
child and how one day he might struggle trying
to ‘find himself’ or figure out how he fits in, at
school, at home or in this world.”

By choosing projects she thought would
interest and involve the students, Herrera has
captured their attention with assignments that
make them think about the work and ask questions
of themselves.  She has also created a warm,
lively, creative environment where her students

can be inspired and creative.
Herrera came from the Los Angeles area as a

young adult to study at the Academy of Art in
San Francisco.  After graduation she packed up
her BFA in photography and went to Europe to
work as a fashion photographer.  Eventually she
made her way back to the Bay Area and decided
to become a teacher to join her love of working
with children with her love of art.

Using her experience, Herrera runs the class
like a professional art studio. She offers advice
and explains technique to her students but she
also encourages them to talk as a group about
their projects, technique and inspiration.  It’s
important to her to keep the environment open
and creative for the students.   “The most
satisfying part of my job is watching my students
evolve artistically and also as individuals.”

Filling the Void:  Pre-Period Art at White Hill
by Katie Nelson

Participation in the Family Giving Campaign is
off by about 13.5% over the same time last year.
By January 10, 2006, 424 families had contributed
to YES compared to 367 families as of this January.

In order to maintain YES’s current programs,
family participation is crucial. Every elementary
school child benefits from weekly YES-funded
music and art classes, approximately eight
assemblies, and each school’s share of $30,000 in
library books, the district’s only source of money
for new library acquisitions. Second through fifth
graders benefit from Poets in the Schools. elementary
students get as much as 64 hours a year in YES-
funded programs.

At White Hill, YES funds 6th grade pre-period
art, art enrichment for all grades, chorus and jazz
band, as well as theater professionals for 8th grade
Civil War Days and 7th Grade Renaissance Days,
8th grade Poets in the Schools, after-school sports
6th grade P.E.’s popular square dancing and 7th
and 8th grade’s ballroom dancing,

The YES Board is currently building
organizational structures to effectively examine
how to plan for new programs to further enrich
every child’s Ross Valley education. But without
parent participation in the Family Giving Campaign,
not only are new programs impossible, current
programs might have to be reduced.

Every child benefits from YES programs. We
hope every family, regardless of the contribution,
will participate.

Family Giving Lags
by YES Co-Chair Julie Whyte



Questions? Comments? E-Mail info@yestokids.org
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My name is Paul Valerio, and I write to tell
you about a highly contagious condition known
as Galacentesis. A growing number of Ross Valley
families have been struck by it. I know the
symptoms well. I’m married to a woman with an
advanced case, and I’m proud of the courage
she’s showing in allowing me to share our
experience with you.

My wife “Betty” (not her real name, which is
actually Kathleen O’Brien) first came down with
a mild case of Volunteeritis, one of the early
indicators of Galacentesis, about seven years ago
when our daughter attended a cooperative
preschool program.  Before that, “Betty” was a
quiet, unassuming mom – blissfully unaware that
Galacentesis would soon change her life.

It started so innocently when she agreed to

solicit donations for the 2002 Gala Silent Auction.
Within a year, she had agreed to co-chair the Gala
along with “Kyra Kuhn” (UH oh, that’s actually
her real name), another Galacentesis sufferer.
That’s when the diagnosis was confirmed. The
changes in her were subtle at first.  She began to
see every business as a potential source for silent
auction donations. She began to affix “minimum
bid” tags to all our daughter’s art projects, our
dinner leftovers, and once, the back of my head.

When we discovered there was no treatment,
we let the condition run its course. Then we
realized it was spreading through the community
as the Yes Gala grew stronger, more organized,
more fun, and generated more funds each year
for the YES Foundation.

Happily, Galacentesis is highly manageable

when shared. And, after three years of living with
Galacentesis, “Betty” has put the condition into
remission for the time being by giving birth to a
baby boy in March of 2006.  Of course, it is
directly attributable to the condition that we named
our son after the YES Theater production Oliver,
but recovery does take time.

Now that “Betty” is nearly symptom free (she
IS coordinating classroom donations for Gala
2007), the condition is looking for new hosts. If
you find that your own talents for organization,
creativity, and sharing a good time are not getting
their full use, consider Galacentesis. Side effects
include better arts education for your kids, new
friends for yourself, a tremendous sense of
satisfaction, lots and lots of fun, plus you can get
a great table at the event!

Galacentisis  Season Strikes

Get the Gala bug and
volunteer for one of
the many jobs that
need to be done to
pull off this
successful annual
party. You’ll be glad
you did!!

In November, Wade Thomas parent Anjana Berde planned to purchase almost 300 employee gift
cards on behalf of her employer, Ryan Associates. She thought there might be a way to structure
the purchase to benefit YES. The foundation was able to purchase the gift cards on behalf of Ryan
Associates and gain a scrip-like percentage for YES. Ryan Associates employees received the gift
cards and YES received almost $2,000 as a percentage of the sale. Well done and thank you, Anjana!!!
For additional information or any questions please contact shanabruner@hotmail.com.

Gift Card Purchase Benefits YES

Parents generated over $4,800 for YES in September through eScrip, the biggest grossing month
of 2006. This fall, one hundred new supporters registered their credit/debit and Safeway cards
through eScrip bringing YES's total supporter base to 1,088. Thank you to all supporters who earn
money for YES through their everyday shopping! If you haven't already updated or enrolled your
credit/debit cards this school year, log onto www.escrip.com, or call 1-800-700-5655 and press #1
to speak to a person on their help desk. Use group ID # 5109569. If you have any questions, contact
shanabruner@hotmail.com.

eScrip Income Over $4,800 in September

Be Prepared. Buy An Extra Directory.
Ever get caught in the office and need that important number?

Need your daycare provider to be able to contact other parents?
Order an extra directory today!!

Fill out this form, clip and send with your check for $12 to YES, P.O. Box 2, San Anselmo, CA  94979
Name                                                                        Phone Number
Child’s name
(just list one student at Brookside, Manor, Wade Thomas or White Hill)
School (see above)
Child’s Teacher (see above)

The directory will be sent home through your child’s teacher.

Contact Susan Kraft at
456-4854 or

susan.kraft@sbcglobal.net

Let the Gala Begin!

by Paul Valerio

YESShop News
by Shana Bruner



Thank you!
Leadership Circle

Art Abloom
Joanne Bertozzi
Loren & Jean Carjulia
*Carlsen Family
*Cico Family
*Butch & Wendy Cliff
*Charlie & Susan Cronk
Dabora Family
Greg & Lynn Davison
*Mark Day & Amy Goldberg Day
Delaroca Family
*Hadley & Ethan Dettmer
Warren & Ellen Dodge
Patti & Doug Eisinger
John & Gina Feiner

Kendall & Peter Galli
Peter & Carolyn Goodman
Lisa & Chris Graham
Sandra Hamilton
*Lynette & George Harris
Conn & Christina Hickey
Doug & Eva Holm
*Jeff & Leslie Hopkins
Houston Family
John Brockway Huntington Foundation
*Diana & Warren Karlenzig
Gail Kavanagh
Jill and Greg Korst
Susan Kraft & Patrick Scott
*Dave & Jolene Kramer

*Lee Family
Louise & Doug Lind
Jeanne & Michael Lipson
*Lotte & Joe Mackie
Tom & Sheryl Mayes
Scott & Heidi McCarthy
*Don, MacKenzie & Madison Mock 
in honor of Stella Payne
Modlin Family
*Heidi & Elliot Morshead in honor of 
Marlena & Danielle Morshead
Timothy & Patricia Newberry
Lesleigh & John Ordway
Gigi & Gene Phillips
Kim & Russ Silva

Julie Steier & Gary Millar
Ross & Rebecca Sullivan
Dave & Theresa Sunding
Romy & Perry Taubman
Michael & Leslie Vorperian
David Weinsoff, Fairfax Town Council

Member
*Julie & Malcolm Whyte
Chris & Mica Yalonis
Marcus & Linda Yamane
Jim Young Fine Home Building

$1,000 and over

Family Giving
*Abend/Gisle Family
Jill Abram
Mary & Gary Acord
*Sam & Barbara Alexander
Tree Allen
Jeff & Nancy Alonzo
Mary & Randy Altshuler
*Mac Anderson Family
**Julie & Mark Anderson
Paul & Robin Andronico
Sherry Ardito
*Sherry & Steve Ardito
Bill Arigi & Jennifer Lowell
*Mia & Keith Armstrong in honor of 

Elijah Armstrong
*Shereen Ash & Gene Moore
*Ashcraft-Holloway Family
*Jennifer & Ross Asselstine
*Susie Atkins & Peter Heimerdinger
Joni Aubrey
*Bob Aufuldish & Kathy Warinner
*Meredith & Craig Barberich
Barkan-Melrose Family
Angela & Jonathan Barker
Nathalie & Jonathan Barsky
Bearly/Malinowski Family
Morris & Carolyn Beazley
Susan Becker
*Michael & Michelle Benkowitz in honor

of Maddie Benkowitz
Tina & Keith Benson-Merron
Abra & Richard Berkson
Berlin Family
Monica & Eric Bergman
Rosaleen Bertolino & Mitch Cowardin
Lori & Dan Betchart
*Bevilacqua Family
Elise Bishop
Amy & BJ Blackburn
*Andreaj Blasich & Alexandra Boiger 

in honor of Vanessa Blasich
**John Blickensderfer
**Richard Bodony & Michelle Perro
*Amy Bon
Bonander-Beer Family
**Jeanne Lau & Bob Borinstein
Boucher Family
Richard Boyce & Brenda Cantu
Nell & Nelson Branco
*Joe & Connie Breeze
*Eric & Eri Brevig
Jean & Les Brockett
Brooks Family
*Chizzie & Tom Brown
Bart & Shana Bruner
William Burke & Carissa Guirao

*Jackie and Warren Burks in honor of 
Ryan & Jamie Burks

Maya & Geoffrey Butterfield
Natalie Calder
Caldwell Family
Diane & Lundy Campbell
Lisa Canin & Bob Hoffman
Dan & Joan Carlson
Darla Carroll
*Darla Carroll
**Linda & Franklin Carter
Alan & Caren Cascio
*Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Casey in honor 

of Ian & Eleanor Casey
*Elsy & Cesare Cecchin in honor of 

Alessandro & Caterina Cecchin
Mary Cedarblade & Rick Jones
*Rick & Erika Cerutti
Kuk Hwa Chang
Christie Family
Mary Christy-Cirillo
**Melissa & Doug Clack
*Doug & Stephanie Clark
**Terri & Ron Colindres
*Kate & Arthur Comings
*Conaway Family
Richard & Diane Conner
Stacey Cooper
Corr Family
*Paule Crowley & William Goryl in 

honor of Spencer & Stephanie Goryl
**Douglas Crumley & Vera Grigorian
*Mike & Lisa Cummings in honor of
Parker Cumings (Manor)
John & Maria Cunningham
**Amy & Ken Davidson
Catherine Davis
*Davisson Family
*Catherine Day
Dean Family
**Michael DeAngelis & Stella Der
*Dirk Denny & Thea Liskamm in honor

of April & Jasmine Denny
Steve & Nancy Derr
Jaime & Rick Dillon
*Dillon Family
Holly Dines
*Joe Dines & Susana McKeough
George & Peggy Dodge
*Diane & Paul Dominguez
**Rich Dowd & Gwen Froh
**Marv Downey & Susan Jordan
**Michael DuBois & Kathleen 

McDonough
*John & Amy Ducharme
Bill & Mary Lee Duff
Kira & Travis Duro

Anamary & Matt Ehlen
David & Claudia Eiseman
*Annie Elias & David Sinaiko
*Elkins & Lewis Family
*Epstein Ellison Family
Emge Family
Anne & Eric Engert
Farmer Family
Karen & Ned Farnkopf
*George & Vickie Fernwood
Joan Ferris
*Flynn Family
Sherri Fong
*Janet Fong & Rod Moore
Fredericks Family
Beth Freedman & Clarke Cudd
**Stacey & Dan Freeman
Fremier Family
Tracy & Michael Froehlich
*Joann Schrebach Gabel
Steven & Julie Gallagher
*Laura & Gregory Garcia
*John & Carole Garcia
**Carole & John Garcia
*Jeff & Gaby George in honor of Ryan

& Connor George
*Rob & Leslie Ghiringhelli
Gilbert Family
Renée Goddard & Alexi Tcherepanov
Larry & Ingrid Goldfarb
Robin Goldman & Chris Miller
Susan & Michael Gonella
Bill & Lou Goodwin
Gorman Family
**Donna & Dan Gorman
*Stephanie & Spencer Goryl
Amy Gosman
*Gove Family
*Tom & Courtney Graves
Trevor Greenwood & Julie Mozena
Pascale & Conrad Gregory
Robin Greiner & Ellis Vance
Julie Griesert/Marc Charnow
Mikey Gunderson & David Finnane
Laurie and Doug Hailer
Nigel & Siobhann Hall
*Jeanette Hall & Jim Murphy
**Susan & Jesse Harms
Harrison Family
Scott Heath
*Helfond Book Gallery in honor of 

heldfond.com
Dan & Lori Hennessey
**Lori & Dan Hennessey
*Gary & Cheri Hicks
Dan Hodge & Tina Warren
*Hollander Family

*John Holman & Julie Widenhofer
*Josie Hopkins
*Lili & Tim Horn in honor of Reeves 

Horn
*Derek and Pam Howard
*Tania & Byron Huang
*Dennis Huggins
Tina & Harvey Hunerberg
*Hunwick/Wendroff Family
*Jim Irving & Mary Vidal
Jolie Jacobs
David Jay & Shelley Hamilton
Johnson/Raddue Family
Jack Judkins & Sandy Gartzman
Margaret & Bob Kadoyama
Shelley Katz & Ken Polowitz
*Nina Katz & Mick Fuller in honor of 

Evelyn Katz
*Tom & Mary Kavanaugh in honor of 

Dean Kavanaugh
Lauren Keegan
*Amy & Mike Kelemen
Beverly & Josh Kelly
*Mr. & Mr.s John S. Kerr
Maurice & Nympha Kinsolving
Brenda & Brad Klung
David Knepler & Karen Koenig
Urban & Kim Koagedal
*Kola Family
Hal & Linda Kramer
*Susan & Daniel Krebs
Natasha Krick
*Jiri & Mirka Kripac
*Ron & Patty Kuehn
Bill Kuemelis & Croinna Schubert
Onnie Howard Kyne
*Jim Lammers & Jean Olive
Erinn Lance
**Jeanne & Chris Lang
*Joanna Lasota & Jason Vargelis
Julia Ledyard
Lee's of 90 Bosque Ave.
Suzanne Legallet
*Leifer-Ives Family
Genevieve & Bill Lescohier
Michael Levinson & Kirsten Wojcik
Allison & Carl Loeb
Longo Family
**Lori & Chris Lopin
*Kevin Lozaw & Laurie Joyce
Christine & Frank Lucido
Mia & Jeff Ludlow
Chris & Tom Lyons
*Rob & Tia Maer
John & Maureen Maher
Peter & Lisa Mallon

(continued)
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*Mano Family
Christine Margetic
*Marmur Family in honor of Isabelle 

Marmur
*Julia & Frank Marrero
Michael & Sue Marsh
*Jasper Marshall
Mathew & Karen Martin
*Chloe & Christopher Martin
Larry Martinez/Phyllis Frizza
**Camber & Cameron Mason
May Family*Ellyn & Mark McCaffrey
*McCallum-Mackle Family
*Eileen & Kevin McCarthy
McGuire/Larios Family
McKee/Hurst Family
**Rebecca Robbins & Jeff McLane
*McLaughlin Family
*Teresa & Scot McLean in honor of Lily

McLean
**Kelly & Carlos Medina
*Rod & Gwen Miles
*Trine Miller Samet & Scott Samet
So-Ran Min & Dae-Seop Yi
Stephen Minus
Caroline & Robert Miros
Mirsky Family
Misskelley Family
**Aurora & Robert Mitchell
*John & Soyara Molloy
*Pam & Matt Morton
Aggie & Mike Moynihan
Lou Muckerman
Austin Murphy & Laura Hilgers
William Murray
**Karin & Peter Narodny
Heather Neely & Bryan Beaver

Susan Neil
Anne & Gary Newman
*Mary Norton*O'Brien Family
*Laurie O'Hara-Torres
James & Catherine O'Hehir
*Olson Family
*Osier Family in honor of our kids
Maryann O'Sullivan & Sterling Johnson
Kathy O'Sullivan & Mike Anguera
*Mark Otavka & Jennifer Buchanan
*Jennifer & Carl Overaa
*Paul Overby
Parode/Lim Family
**Vicki & Pete Pedersen
*Mia Pelletier
Alison Peltz
David Pesce & Susan McMenaman
*Brooke Peterson & Hassan Afrookteh
*Petrick Family in honor of Mitica Petrick
**Susan & Jonathan Pey
*Wayne Philippo & Corbin Hogaboom
Roy & Jan Phillips
*Lisa Poehlmann & Wade Stevenson
Ann & John Pope
Patti Posner
**Oscar Quezada
Tom & Gina Raith
Amy & Kevin Ramsey
Brian & Susan Reed
Carol & Sid Reynolds
**Katie & Mark Rice
*Peggy Ridge
Nancy & Mike Rogers
Kevin Rogers
*Margie Rogers
*Roglers in honor of Griffin Rogler
Brigitt & Ben Rogne

*Stefan & Michele Rollins
Root Family
Andrea Roussos & Chris Faville
Ruzzier-Gaul Family
Amy & Kevin Saavedra
Mark & Cathy Sarkisian
*Chris & Jenny Schmidt in honor of
Amelia & Nina
**Suzy & Philip Schneider
Lisa Sebastian
*Share-Zwick Family
*Sue Sherer & Matt Owens
*Anthony & Barbara Shindelus
Shorrock Family
*Stan, Wei Chun & Nicholas Shpetner
Linda Sibbett
*Kim & Ron Siegel
Maria Silver
*Nancy & Arthur Silverman
*Anna Simmons & Mike Waite
Adrian & Claire Slade
Barbara Smith
**Susan Bromann-Smith & Larry Smith
*Ruth Ann & Christopher Smith
*Steve & Kim Smith in honor of Eric 

Smith
Laura Snelling
Sandra Soklin & Robin Crabill
Jonathan & Devony Sonett
Diana Sottile & David Potovsky
*Frank & Kim Sousa
**Kimberly & Bill Stafford
Chris & Sonya Stanley
*Ken & Helen Steele
Debra & Alan Stephens
*Frank Noto & Roni Stimell
Elizabeth Stires

*Joan & Wayne Stout
Shaun & Gloria Sullivan
*Don & Heather Summers
*Marjorie Sun and Ian Austin
Susan & Mike Swezy
Swigart Family
Carol Tabb
*Karen Tesitor & Jim Wilhelmsen
Carig Thigpen
Glynns Thomas
Theodore & Maura Thurgate
**Suzanne & Brian Trainor
*Traut Family
*Onju Updegrave, Architect
*Elissa & Scott Van Deursen
Zoe Vavrek's Family
*Walt & Nancy Vernon
Knar & Jerry Vorperian
Anne Vosler & Tim Smith
*Waterstone/Lowey Family
*Mario Watkins in honor of Amanda
Baron
Peter Werba
Mike & Wendy Whitworth
Julia Wiersema
Steve & Denise Willis
*Jeanie Wilson in honor of Michael
Wilson
**Nicola & Chris Wilson
Diana & Andrew Winkler
Jolene Winston
John and Ruth Wright
Sandy Young
*John Yun in honor of J.L. Yun
*Daniela Zuccarello & David Moore

Name______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (parent/grandparent/relative/friend/staff/community member)

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________________________________State_________________Zip__________________________________

Tel__________________________________________________email______________________________________________________________

I am giving in honor of_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Please list as_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
or (for acknowledgement)

 Anonymous

Family Participant
 $800  $600  $500**($41.60/month)  $250  $100  $50  Other____

**suggested family contribution amount

Contribute Monthly
 I will make monthly online banking installments of $___________beginning on ____/____/____
 Please charge my credit/debit cards for $_________ in monthly/quarterly (cricle one) installments beginning on ___/____/____

 MC or  Visa Card #_______________________________________________________________________exp_____________

Contribute Annually
 Check enclosed (made out to YES)
 Please charge my credit/debit card for my entire contribution of $___________
 MC or  Visa Card #________________________________________________________________________exp____________

 Please have someone call me about stock transfer.

Please clip and return this form to: YES; P.O. Box 2; San Anselmo, CA  94979
Thank you for your generosity!

Have you made your contribution yet?
Any amount is welcome and all donations are tax deductible.
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 $1,000** ($83.33/month)  $2,500  $5,000  $7,500  $10,000
 Other____
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