
February
5-9 Elementary Art Open Studio for all parents K-5.
5 Brookside 3rd Grade Poets in the Schools begins
7 RVSD Strategic Planning Presentation District Office 6:30 pm
14 YES Assembly at Wade Thomas: Red Panda Acrobats
19-23 No School--Winter Break
YES Theater Festival Brookside’s Cinderella with a Twist March 2-4

Wade Thomas’s The Odyssey March 9-11
Manor’s Peter Pan March 16-18
White Hill’s Oh Sister, Where Art Thou March 23-15
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news

What Does YES Currently Fund?
Grades K-2

Children in grades K through 2 receive 40 to
64 hours of YES-funded programs a year
depending on their grade. In kindergarten and
first grade, art and
music classes are
t h i r t y  m i n u t e s ,
increasing to forty-five
minutes in second
grade. Poetry begins
in second grade to
enhance a student’s
emerging reading and
writing skills.

During these years,
students are eager and
enthusiastic and YES-
funded programs
reflect a broad range
o f  e n g a g i n g
experiences.
s Weekly music 

with credentialed music 
teacher builds on children’s natural 
love of music and movement.

s Weekly art with credentialed art teacher 
 builds on children’s instinctive use of 
art to explore their world.

s 6-8 sessions with professional poet in 2nd 
grade provides additional exploration 
of emerging reading and writing skills

s 8-10 assemblies a year reflect curriculum 
and offer a variety of subjects and 
presentations

Grades 3-5
Students in the upper elementary grades receive

64 hours of YES-funded programs a year. Art
and music classes are forty-five minutes and Poets
in the Schools are part of every 3-5 classroom.

These are the years when students begin to
explore their strengths and interests and are able
to venture into more complex concepts and skills.

Both music and art classes are designed to
build on this stage of learning, leading to diverse
skill and artistic exploration in art as well as note

reading and focused skill development in music.
The elementary music program culminates in a
child’s selection of woodwind, brass or string
instrument or chorus in 5th grade.
s Weekly music with  credentialed music 

teacher. Classes 
build from learning
to read music to 
selection of chorus 
or an instrument in
5th grade.

s Weekly art with 
credentialed art 
teacher builds on 
more complex 
concepts and 
techniques

s 8 sessions with 
professional poet  for
3rd, 4th & 5th 
grades enriches 
Language Arts and 

reflects students’ more developed
understanding of themselves and their world.
s 8-10 assemblies a year reflect curriculum 

and offer a variety of subjects and 
entertaining presentations

Grades 6-8
Middle School is a unique and exciting time

of transition. YES-funded programs at White Hill
reflect this transitional time for students. Currently,
a collaborative group of parents, teachers and
administrators are developing proposals for YES-
funded enrichment that will meet the diverse
needs of students in middle school. Currently,
YES funds:
s Daily 6th grade pre-period art and 

enrichment art classes for grades 6, 7 & 8
s Square dancing for 6th grade P.E., hip 

hop and ballroom dancing for 7th and 
8th grade P.E.

s Theater coaching for every 7th grader for
Renaissance reenactments and historical 

character presentations
s Theater coaching for every 8th grader for

Civil War reenactments and historical 
character presentations

s Chorus and jazz band with credentialed 
music teacher

s 5 sessions with professional poet for 8th 
grade

s Academic Enrichment (clubs, lunchtime 
events, etc.) currently being reevaluated 
by White Hill Task Force for program 
expansion

s After-school track & field, volleyball and 
basketball recommendations

District-Wide
YES funds several efforts that benefit every child
or family in the district.
s YES is the district’s only source of funds 

for library books. In 2006-07, YES will 
provide $30,000 the district will divide 
among school libraries to replace old books
and expand collections.

s YES fully funds the Ross Valley Family 
Directory provided to every family and
 staff member in the district

s YES funds the annual YES Fest, a day-
long, community celebration of student art,
music, poetry and theater

Elementary
Open Studios

All K-5 Classes
February 5-9

See Page 2 for details

from Julie Whyte and Eliza Lape, YES Co-Chairs
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Ross Valley Schools Foundation
P.O. Box 2
San Anselmo, CA  94979
415-721-1555

www.yestokids.org

To Donate go to
the website and click on
Family Giving Compaign
You can download a printable
form or donate on line.
YES, It’s Working
For All Our Kids!
Brookside, Manor, Wade
Thomas, White Hill
To view YES News on line and
access links related to various
articles, go to
yestokids.org/newsletter.php

Questions? Comments? E-Mail info@yestokids.org 2

Be Prepared. Buy An Extra Directory.
Ever get caught in the office and need that important number?

Need your daycare provider to be able to contact other parents?
Order an extra directory today!!

Fill out this form, clip and send with your check for $12 to YES, P.O. Box 2, San Anselmo, CA  94979
Name                                                                        Phone Number
Child’s name
(just list one student at Brookside, Manor, Wade Thomas or White Hill)
School (see above)
Child’s Teacher (see above)

The directory will be sent home through your child’s teacher.

K-5 Open
Studios for All
Parents

February 5-9 is Open Studio Week at
Brookside Upper and Lower, Manor and Wade
Thomas. The art teachers at each elementary
school invite parents to share their child’s art
class and experience the incredible array of art
students experience K-5.

You can find your child’s art class schedule
on yestokids.org. Click on the Open Studio
button.

Matching Funds Can Double
Your Contribution

Many companies in the Bay Area offer matching
funds that equal their employees’ charitable
contributions. YES Foundation currently receives
matching funds from a number of companies
including Wells Fargo, Gap, PG&E, Chevron,
Visa International and Autodesk.

There are several ways to access your company’s
matching fund programs. Some corporations offer
employee deduction options through which the
employee designates a one-time or regular
payment to YES and requests a company match.
The corporation sends YES the contribution and

matches amount. Employees can also donate
directly to YES and provide a matching funds
form with their contribution. YES verifies its
non-profit 501(c)(3) status and returns the form
for a matching contribution.

It’s an easy way to double your YES
contribution. If you would like more information
about your company’s matching fund policy,
contact your Human Resources Director. If you’d
like assistance in processing a matching fund
opportunity, call YES at 721-1555 or email
info@yestokids.org.

The winners of YES's fall eScrip promotion
are Julianna Alonso who won a $40
gift certificate to Rafters, Catherine Huges
with a $20 Gift Certificate to Big 5 Sporting
Goods, Kathy Warinner who won a free car
wash at Lucky Drive Car Wash and Rick
Barham who won four Burrito Passes to Baja
Fresh. All these merchants participate
in eScrip. Please enroll or update your
cards today at  www.escrip.com. We are YES
g r o u p  I D  #  5 1 0 9 5 6 9 .  C o n t a c t
shanabruner@hotmail.com with any
questions.

YES Shop News
eScrip Drawing Winners
from Shana Bruner
YES Shop Chair
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Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (parent/grandparent/relative/friend/staff/community member)

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________________________________State_________________Zip_____________________________

Tel________________________________________email___________________________________________________________

I am giving in honor of_________________________________________________________________________________________

 Please list as_____________________________________________________________________________________________
or (for acknowledgement)

 Anonymous

Family Participant
 $800  $600  $500**($41.60/month)  $250  $100  $50  Other____

Leadership Circle
 $1,000** ($83.33/month)  $2,500  $5,000  $7,500  $10,000  Other____

**suggested family contribution amount

Contribute Monthly
 I will make monthly online banking installments of $___________beginning on ____/____/____

 Please charge my credit/debit cards for $_________ in monthly/quarterly (cricle one) installments beginning on ___/____/____

 MC or  Visa Card #_______________________________________________________________________exp_____________

Contribute Annually

 Check enclosed (made out to YES)

 Please charge my credit/debit card for my entire contribution of $___________

 MC or  Visa Card #________________________________________________________________________exp____________

 Please have someone call me about stock transfer.

Please clip and return this form to: YES; P.O. Box 2; San Anselmo, CA  94979
Thank you for your generosity!

Have you made your contribution yet?
any amount is welcome and all donations are tax deductible.

news
Realtor Bill Johnson Strongly Supports Schools

Bill Johnson has been a YES Business
Supporting Schools since the Foundation began
and his sons Sean and Dustin were in 7th grade at
White Hill and 5th grade at Wade Thomas. Sean
is now at Boston College and Dustin is a Junior
at Drake, but Bill is still supporting the foundation.

“I believe education is the best way we can
invest in our future as a community and society
as a whole,” Johnson says. “Both my kids played
music and did things that regular state funding
doesn’t pay for. Helping kids get a diverse
exposure other than reading, writing and arithmetic
is important to me.”

From the time his boys were little and he sat
on their preschool Board, to participating in the

community as they grew, Bill has believed the
most important thing he can do is reflect his
commitment to the community. “Once I get my
kids through college I’d like to return to
volunteering,” he says. "Until then," he adds, “as
a busy Marin parent and business person what I
can do to support the community is give money."
He also supports the Drake Fund and Drake
Benchwarmers.

Bill and his wife Janet Franklin-Johnson have
lived in the Ross Valley since 1981 when they
moved from Novato. And that’s as long as he’s
been selling real estate here. As a broker/realtor,
Bill helps between 27 and 30 families make
successful moves each  year. His favorite clients

are referrals from friends and past clients in the
community. “I’m never too busy to take a new
client,” he says. “I get great enjoyment by helping
families get into new houses or selling existing
houses with worry-free transactions.”

Reputation and trust in the community is
important to him. “The reason I’ve stayed a top-
producing real estate broker and sales person is
because I’m definitely committed to providing
the highest level of service, whether someone is
selling, buying or looking for information. My
goal is to provide it in a very straightforward,
honest and professional manner.”

For more information about Bill, go to
.gothomes.com

from Doug Clack and Anne Newman
Business Supporting Schools Co-Chairs



theater
YES Theatre Arts Season Tickets

YES, Ross Valley Schools Foundation     P.O. Box 2      San Anselmo, CA  94979     415.721.1555     iinfo@yestokids.org

Place this order form in an envelope marked YES Theatre Arts and bring it to your school office.
Or mail to: YES Foundation, PO Box 2, San Anselmo, CA 94979. Call Kate Misskelley at 415-459-2145
with questions.

Name:_________________________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Yes!  I'd like ____ season tickets at $40.00 each.

Total amount $___________

 Enclosed is my check               Visa/MC Num: _________________________________ Exp. Date: _________

Signature: _________________________________________________

Simplify your life (and ours!) and reserve tickets for all performances now!  Circle your choices below.  (Note:
Ticket exchanges guaranteed up to the SUNDAY before the performance.  After that date, exchanges made only
if tickets are available for desired performance.)

Brookside Players present

Fri Mar 2 at 7:30 Sat Mar 3 at 2:00 7:30 Sun Mar 4 at 2:00

Wade Thomas The Odyssey

Fri Mar 9 at 7:30 Sat Mar 10 at 2:00 7:30 Sun Mar 11 at 2:00

Manor Peter Pan

Fri Mar 16 at 7:30 Sat Mar 17 at 2:00 7:30 Sun Mar 18 at 2:00

White Hill Oh Sister, Where Art Thou?

Fri Mar 23 at 7:30 Sat Mar 24 at 2:00 7:30 Sun Mar 25 at 2:00

for more information call Kate Misskelley at 415-459-2145


