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Ross Valley Schools Foundation

YES CALENDAR FOR MARCH & APRIL Second Grade

16 - 18 YES Theater Festival: Manor Players’ Peter Pan

19 No School, Teacher Work Day Concerts

21 YES Assembly: Miwok Day Upper Brookside

23 - 15 YES Theater Festival: White Hill's Oh Sister, Where Art Thou March 2P6’ ZZ’ 29

26 Wade Thomas 2nd Grade Concert, 7pm See Page

27 Brookside 2nd Grade Concert, 7pm

29 Manor 2nd Grade Concert, 7pm YES Fest

29 YES Assembly: Lower Brookside - Theater of All Possibilities Literature Live ]

April 4 YES Assembly: Manor - Lawrence Hall of Science Art of Math Festival Sunday, April 22
9-13 No School Spring Break
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Parents and active volunteers Jennifespired by what they saw and recognizing the technical side with the production manager at
Asselstine, Amanda Cieslewicz and Sue Shiemportance of theater in a child’s education aflde Playhouse. As Business Manager, Sue moved
bubble with energy and passion for YES Theatyelopment, they took on increasing leadersingon site producer and for two years has managed
a program they manage as Co-Chairs gad. the $100,000 budget that involves expenditures
Business Manager. “Theater integrate -llf f | for professional staff, props, set and costumes.
"'y

student’s classroom learning with so m Ji Jennifer smiles, “The flexibility of this
more, " says Amanda with an intensity a 1 . program can work for parents like it does for
dedication that makes you want to hug He_ -'"- “ e 5 the kids. They can give it their all for one play
on behalf of every district parent. The i » " and then take a break. It's something they can
interchangeably list the benefit . step in and out of with very little background
“Memorization, sequencing, choreograp 1 in theater.”
public speaking, reading skills, literat “It's also one of the few experiences a
exposure and analysis, and learning to tJ8 child is offered crossing age and gender
yourself.” Jennifer turns to Amanda with boundaries,” Amanda adds, “where a new peer
smile and nod, “It's like teaching a musi group becomes a theatre family. That builds a
instrument. There’s a logical connection} stronger community. Rewarding? | get hugs on
the classroom curriculum is the instrume the middle school campus!”
then we're the band!” i The enthusiastic leadership of Amanda,

YES Theater offers a professional thed | Jennifer and Sue will be missed. When asked
experience — with dance, music, costum s about their fondest memory they could not
stagecraft and a full creative process. * E&dHILIITITL T TTT T T ITOTCE [T lchoose just one. I still keep a note from one
school is very unique and we adapt the experigntes over the years. This year marks their lagtinlent,” offers Amanda, “ | guess it spoke to me
differently at each site,” Jennifer offers. “Theateadership positions. “We’re only retiring as the a parent and a community member. We
is about creative solutions, there is no black aoechairs, we’ll stay involved! It's in the bloodidmetimes forget that it is the little things that
white in the creative process. The students ledgnnifer offers. count.” It simply saysCTITI I T
this life skill too.” Amanda describes her role to choose crea it T T I T COO T

All three women came to the program as bustgaff, review scripts and to serve as a liaison with
working parents from different backgroundstaff as a rewarding experience. Jennifer oversees

Every year, site producers step up to make the YES Theater Festival happen for the hundreds of kids who participate as actors and technicial
parents work endless hours, make uncountable phone calls, solve unending problems and generate undying gratitude. On behalf of all the kids
audiences, we thank the site producers and their armies of volunteers who are so vital in creating this extraordinary exper

“The big payoff is when the kids go from not  “I always saw what it did for my kids. Now | “Our young actors and crew are most
knowing the entrances and exits, and by the thieg what it does for all the kids. All kinds of kids amazing. They endured uncertainty with the
rehearsal they know everything and are totally- shy, outgoing, athletic, studious, silly, serious, etscript, lost days, days when little could be

confident and bonded as a group.” — grow and excel. The program enhances self accomplished because so many were down with
“They go from frenetic nervousness to totasteem, creativity, courage, and a spirit of the flu and colds and, of course, my relentless
confidence. It's an amazing thing to witness andoperation — life skills that will serve these kids watchful eye. But they kept coming back till they
be part of.” well throughout their lives.” had a show. They are remarkably capable, funny,
Deborah Cichocki and Allison Loeb Gwen Froh generous and talented.”
Brookside Cinderella Site Producers Manor Peter PanSite Producer Lorraine Trautwein

White Hill O SisterSite Producer
“Four months ago we never could have
imagined we would produce a school play. Now
that it's over, we can’t imagine missing out on
such an incredible journey.”
Sue Peterson and Lisa Meagher
Wade ThomasOdysse)Site Producers
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Asking a class 01“9 graders how music islike the gong?” “The sound.[TII*And you, volumes. The kids lit up as they sat in a circle
important to them is a task | approached with misnma?” “The piano.” “How do you feel whetearning rhythms through exercise and song. There
trepidation. With a knowing smile, music teacly@u play the piano?” “Sleepyl’ Tl 1Susan was a collective gasp and exclamation of “I love
Susan Reynolds gave me some quick advice d@Reyholds steps in; “It makes you feel relax#dht song” when Ms Reynolds told them that they
questions that don't result in answerﬁjl'ge, “it’s fudesn’t it?” “Uh huh.” MO “And - woul @et to singIMII TIiAnd the I for
and introduced me to Ms Mc Cleod’s 8rade Joelle?” “Guitar.” “What do like about the guitartie grade music concert at the end of the
Manor class. | am not sure that | understolch whHadon’t know.” “Do you have a guitar at homeZhonth. When the kids were told to grab a drum,
self-doubt really is until | had twenty pairs of 2 “Yes.” “Do you play your guitar at home?” “Yesthe room erupted in excitement and raw energy.
grade eyes fixed on me in eager anticipation of I TTYou guys get to dancel finally realized that the best way to understand
first question: in class. Who likes to dance? Jessica, why dah@importance of music in the life of a second
“What is your favorite instrument?” A foredike to dance?” “It's fun.”IINIITIIIMIITIN grader is to watch their body language and the
of eager hands shot upIMIIITIIT “Liam,  COOMT T expressions on their faces. . It's intoxicating.
how about you.” “I like the gong.” “Why do you Licking my wounds, | handed the reins back Mark your calendars for tHe2yrade music
to Ms. Reynolds andconcerts held during the last week of March, they

m observed the rest ofare a wonderful treat. Check your newsletters to
- class. What | saw spokeonfirm the dates and times.
CLMT T T T T T
YES is very proud of the K-2 music progra
Now you can see why your kids love music wWith
Susan Reynolds when you attend the 2nd Glade
Music Concerts
Wade Thomas: Mon., March 26, 7 pm,
WadeThomas MP Room
Brookside: Tues., March 27, 7 pm,
Brookside MP Room

Manor: Thurs., March 29, 7 pm,
Manor MP Room

How does YES parent participation LI TTIET TTIL 1]
compare to other foundations in Marin? LI T T T T AT

MO T O
Every child benefits. Every family can participate. Do you shop online? Do you or your business
Mill Valley purchase airline tickets, photos, music, office

supplies, clothes, gifts or party supplies through
the Internet? Then you can support YES today

Kentfield Dixie Goal: 65% with every online purchase at no extra cost to you.
(Terra Linda)  Reed i lidk th li
(Tiburon) Corte Madera/ Go to www . eScrip.com, cligk the Online
Larkspur Mall and then clichutoTrack. It will take just

a minute to download Autotrack and after you do,
every purchase you make with credit cards registered
Yes on eScrip will automatically generate a contribution

: to YES. Few parents make use of this feature, yet
many of us have already registered our credit cards
for grocery purchases.

Please take a minute and do the download
today. Organizations like iTunes, ebay, Shutterfly,
Priceline, Expedia, Macy'’s, Old Navy, Land’s End,
Nordstrom’s, Target and many more are
contributing from 2 to 20% of your purchase price
to organizations like YES, but you have to tell them
to do it. WithouAutoTrack you have to remember
to first launch eScrip, then choose the merchant
and then launch the merchant’s window from the
eScrip merchant list. It's labor intensive and we
MIiss revenue every time someone purchases online

2005-06  2005-06  2006-07  2005-06  2005-06  2005-06 and forgets to do it through eScrip. Once you
downloadAutotrack, all you have to do is go on
70% 64% 62% 59% 57% 48% line and shop.

Do our kids a favor and downloadtotrak
from eScrip today! Any questions should be directed
February 28, 2007 to shanabruner@hotmail.com.

All figures are for 2005-06 except Dixie which completed its first year of district fundraising this year.
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Ross Valley Schools Foundation

Cinderella The Odyssey

SAN ANSELMO PLAYHOUSE7? KENSINGTON SAN ANSELM® GENERAL ADMISSION: $40STUDENTS AT MATINEES: $7

Cinderella with a Twsitten by Sandi Weltloa Odyssegok adaptation by Charles Queary, music and lyricsPstdePalasusical based on the book by James M. Barrie, musi
by Mark Charlap, lyrics by Caroly®ISigiar, \Where Art Tiloon the mo@eBother, Where Art Biyaloel & Ethan Coen, baSetbdddysséy Homer, adapted for the stage by
Brian Bryson
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YES, Ross Valley Schools Foundation P.O.Box2  San Anselmo, CA 94979 415.721.1555 info@yestokids.org
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Join us for a kid-inspired and kid-driven
celebration for budding poets, artists,
thespians, musicians and dancers of the

Ross Valley School District!

(LT T T AT AT T T T T
DEMather permitting)

YESFest is made possible by YES, the Ross Valley Schools Foundation




