
16 - 18 YES Theater Festival: Manor Players’ Peter Pan
19 No School, Teacher Work Day
21 YES Assembly: Miwok Day Upper Brookside
23 - 15 YES Theater Festival: White Hill’s Oh Sister, Where Art Thou
26 Wade Thomas 2nd Grade Concert, 7pm
27 Brookside 2nd Grade Concert, 7pm
29 Manor 2nd Grade Concert, 7pm
29 YES Assembly: Lower Brookside - Theater of All Possibilities Literature Live
April 4 YES Assembly: Manor - Lawrence Hall of Science Art of Math Festival
  9 - 13 No School Spring Break
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“The big payoff  is when the kids go from not
knowing the entrances and exits, and by the third
rehearsal they know everything and are totally
confident and bonded as a group.”

“They go from frenetic nervousness to total
confidence. It’s an amazing thing to witness and
be part of.”

Deborah Cichocki and Allison Loeb
Brookside Cinderella Site Producers

“I always saw what it did for my kids. Now I
see what it does for all the kids. All kinds of  kids
– shy, outgoing, athletic, studious, silly, serious, etc.
– grow and excel. The program enhances self
esteem, creativity, courage, and a spirit of
cooperation – life skills that will serve these kids
well throughout their lives.”

Gwen Froh
Manor Peter Pan Site Producer

“Four months ago we never could have
imagined we would produce a school play. Now
that it’s over, we can’t imagine missing out on
such an incredible journey.”

Sue Peterson and Lisa Meagher
Wade Thomas Odyssey Site Producers

“Our young actors and crew are most
amazing.  They endured uncertainty with the
script, lost days, days when little could be
accomplished because so many were down with
the flu and colds and, of  course, my relentless
watchful eye.  But they kept coming back till they
had a show.  They are remarkably capable, funny,
generous and talented.”

Lorraine Trautwein
White Hill O Sister Site Producer

Every year, site producers step up to make the YES Theater Festival happen for the hundreds of  kids who participate as actors and technicians. These
parents work endless hours, make uncountable phone calls, solve unending problems and generate undying gratitude. On behalf  of  all the kids and their
audiences, we thank the site producers and their armies of  volunteers who are so vital in creating  this extraordinary experience.

Second Grade
Concerts

March 26, 27, 29
See Page 2

YES Fest
Sunday, April 22

YES Theater A Labor of Love
Parents and active volunteers Jennifer

Asselstine, Amanda Cieslewicz and Sue Sherer
bubble with energy and passion for YES Theater,
a program they manage as Co-Chairs and
Business Manager. “Theater integrates a
student’s classroom learning with so much
more, ” says Amanda with an intensity and
dedication that makes you want to hug her
on behalf  of  every district parent. They
interchangeably l ist  the benefi ts;
“Memorization, sequencing, choreography,
public speaking, reading skills, literature
exposure and analysis, and learning to trust
yourself.” Jennifer turns to Amanda with a
smile and nod, “It’s like teaching a musical
instrument. There’s a logical connection. If
the classroom curriculum is the instrument,
then we’re the band!”

YES Theater offers a professional theatre
experience – with dance, music, costuming,
stagecraft and a full creative process. “ Each
school is very unique and we adapt the experience
differently at each site,” Jennifer offers. “Theater
is about creative solutions, there is no black and
white in the creative process. The students learn
this life skill too.”

All three women came to the program as busy,
working parents from different backgrounds.

Inspired by what they saw and recognizing the
importance of  theater in a child’s education and
development, they took on increasing leadership

roles over the years. This year marks their last in
leadership positions. “We’re only retiring as the
co-chairs, we’ll stay involved! It’s in the blood!”
Jennifer offers.

Amanda describes her role to choose creative
staff, review scripts and to serve as a liaison with
staff  as a rewarding experience. Jennifer oversees

the technical side with the production manager at
The Playhouse. As Business Manager, Sue moved
from site producer and for two years has managed

the $100,000 budget that involves expenditures
for professional staff, props, set and costumes.
     Jennifer smiles, “The flexibility of  this

program can work for parents like it does for
the kids. They can give it their all for one play
and then take a break. It’s something they can
step in and out of  with very little background
in theater.”
       “ It’s also one of  the few experiences a
child is offered crossing age and gender
boundaries,” Amanda adds, “where a new peer
group becomes a theatre family. That builds a
stronger community. Rewarding? I get hugs on
the middle school campus!”
The enthusiastic leadership of  Amanda,

Jennifer and Sue will be missed. When asked
about their fondest memory they could not
choose just one. “I still keep a note from one

student,” offers Amanda, “ I guess it spoke to me
as a parent and a community member. We
sometimes forget that it is the little things that
count.” It simply says “Thank you for everything you
do, because without you, it would be chaos.”

by Julene Hunter

Sue Sherer, Amanda Cieslewicz and Jennifer Asselstine

Thank You, Site Producers! You Make It All Happen.
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Questions? Comments? Visit  yestokids.org

from Shana Bruner

news
Asking a class of  2nd graders how music is

important to them is a task I approached with mild
trepidation. With a knowing smile, music teacher
Susan Reynolds gave me some quick advice about
questions that don’t result in answers like, “it’s fun”
and introduced me to Ms Mc Cleod’s 2nd grade
Manor class.  I am not sure that I understood what
self-doubt really is until I had twenty pairs of  2nd

grade eyes fixed on me in eager anticipation of  my
first question:

“What is your favorite instrument?” A forest
of  eager hands shot up.  This is not so tough.  “Liam,
how about you.” “I like the gong.”  “Why do you

like the gong?”  “The sound.”  OK.  “And you,
Emma?”  “The piano.”  “How do you feel when
you play the piano?”  “Sleepy.”  What?  Susan
Reynolds steps in; “It makes you feel relaxed,
doesn’t it?”  “Uh huh.”  Bless you, Susan.  “And
Joelle?”  “Guitar.”  “What do like about the guitar?”
 “I don’t know.”  “Do you have a guitar at home?”
 “Yes.”  “Do you play your guitar at home?”  “Yes.”
 Houston, we have a problem.  “You guys get to dance
in class. Who likes to dance?  Jessica, why do you
like to dance?”  “It’s fun.”  No . . . don�t say that!
Mayday, Mayday . . .

Licking my wounds, I handed the reins back
to Ms. Reynolds and
observed the rest of
class. What I saw spoke

volumes.  The kids lit up as they sat in a circle
learning rhythms through exercise and song.  There
was a collective gasp and exclamation of  “I love
that song” when Ms Reynolds told them that they
would get to sing Feeling Good and the Rain Song for
the 2nd grade music concert at the end of  the
month.  When the kids were told to grab a drum,
the room erupted in excitement and raw energy.
I finally realized that the best way to understand
the importance of  music in the life of  a second
grader is to watch their body language and the
expressions on their faces.  It’s intoxicating.

Mark your calendars for the 2nd grade music
concerts held during the last week of  March, they
are a wonderful treat.  Check your newsletters to
confirm the dates and times.

Second Graders and Music: �It�s fun!�
by Bob Borinstein

Manor Second Graders Charlie Feldman and Liam Jay

Mill Valley

Dixie
(Terra Linda) Reed

(Tiburon)

Kentfield

Corte Madera/
Larkspur

70% 64% 62% 59% 57% 48%

34%
SO

FAR
THIS
YEAR

How does YES parent participation
compare to other foundations in Marin?

All figures are for 2005-06 except Dixie which completed its first year of district fundraising this year.

2005-06 2005-06 2005-062006-07 2005-06 2005-06

Every child benefits. Every family can participate.

Goal: 65%

February 28, 2007

Do you shop online? Do you or your business
purchase airline tickets, photos, music, office
supplies, clothes, gifts or party supplies through
the Internet? Then you can support YES today
with every online purchase at no extra cost to you.
Go to www . eScrip.com, click At the Online
Mall and then click AutoTrack. It will take just
a minute to download Autotrack and after you do,
every purchase you make with credit cards registered
on eScrip will automatically generate a contribution
to YES. Few parents make use of  this feature, yet
many of  us have already registered our credit cards
for grocery purchases.

Please take a minute and do the download
today. Organizations like iTunes, ebay, Shutterfly,
Priceline, Expedia, Macy’s, Old Navy, Land’s End,
Nordstrom’s, Target and many more are
contributing from 2 to 20% of  your purchase price
to organizations like YES, but you have to tell them
to do it. Without AutoTrack you have to remember
to first launch eScrip, then choose the merchant
and then launch the merchant’s window from the
eScrip merchant list. It’s labor intensive and we
miss revenue every time someone purchases online
and forgets to do it through eScrip. Once you
download Autotrack, all you have to do is go on
line and shop.

Do our kids a favor and download Autotrak
from eScrip today! Any questions should be directed
to shanabruner@hotmail.com.

Everyone�s Online
Shopping Can Benefit YES

Second Grade Concerts
YES is very proud of  the K-2 music program.
Now you can see why your kids love music with
Susan Reynolds when you attend the 2nd Grade
Music Concerts.
Wade Thomas: Mon., March 26, 7 pm, 

WadeThomas MP Room
Brookside: Tues., March 27, 7 pm, 

Brookside MP Room
Manor: Thurs., March 29, 7 pm, 

Manor MP Room



theater festival 2007

Cinderella with a Twist written by Sandi Weldon. The Odyssey book adaptation by Charles Queary, music and lyrics by Jef labes. Peter Pan, a musical based on the book by James M. Barrie, music
by Mark Charlap, lyrics by Carolyn Leigh. O Sister, Where Art Thou from the movie O Bother, Where Art  Thou by Joel & Ethan Coen, based on The Odyssey by Homer, adapted for the stage by
Brian Bryson

SAN ANSELMO PLAYHOUSE  s  27 KENSINGTON   s   SAN ANSELMO  s  GENERAL ADMISSION: $10   s   STUDENTS AT MATINEES: $7

TICKET INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS (415) 721-1555 or info@yestokids.org

The Brookside Players present The Wade Thomas Players present

The Manor Players present The White Hill Players present

Friday, March 2, 7:30 pm
Saturday, March 3 2:00 & 7:30 pm

Sunday, March 4, 2:00 pm

Friday, March 9, 7:30 pm
Saturday, March 10, 2:00 & 7:30 pm

Sunday, March 11, 2:00 pm

Friday, March 16, 7:30 pm
Saturday, March 17, 2:00 & 7:30 pm

Sunday, March 18, 2:00 pm

Friday, March 23, 7:30 pm
Saturday, March 24,  2:00 & 7:30 pm

Sunday, March 25, 2:00 pm

directed by
Liz Jahren

directed by
Jasper Thelin

directed by
Ryan O�donnell

directed by
Brian Bryson



 O Sister, Where Art Thou
Chain Gang
Everetta Sophie Cieslewicz Johnna McCarthy
Delma Willa Murphy Claire Asselstine
Patty Kushi Beauchamp Alexa Girkout
Deborah Gracie Francisco Gracie Francisco
Evan Jeremy Snowden Brennan Duff
Patricia Ivy Meissner Gabrielle Griffeth
Darla Laurel Miller Lauren Mount
Erin Sofia Hamilton Olivia Ashmoore
Petra Francesca Solari Anna Cichocki
Douglas Cole Hersey Cole Hersey
Peterson Ben Lapidus Ben Lapidus
Ethan Andrew Vargas-Delman Andrew Vargas-Delman
Ellen Jenna Tovey Olivia Jones
Donna Annie Maguire Annie Maguire
Guard 1 Will Baker-Robinson Will Baker-Robinson
Guard 2 Tim Yednock David Baker Robinson

Blind Prophet Tim MacAusland Conor Rogers
Scooter Satchel Cronk Jake Misskelley
Agatha Carter Steinmann Carter Steinmann
Mammy O� Daniel Julia Saunders Hannah Evans
Tommy Johnson Maia Sinaiko Jake Weinsoff
Blind DJ Sam Bernard Sam Bernard
Junior Thomas Comings Thomas Comings
Eckard James Montgomery Kyla Burke
Spivey Tommy Pedersen Sydney Cohen
Big Betty Nikki Higgins Jasmine Gardner

Sirens
Lead Siren Savannah Sperry Carter Steinmann

Ivy Meissner Meg Rienks
Laurel Miller Sydney Cohen
Sofia Hamilton

Baby Face Nelson Anna Dodge Elizabeth Fernwood
Record Producer Paris Dowd Olivia Margetic

Little Guy Tim Yednock Tim Yednock
David Baker-Robinson Will Baker-Robinson

Stokes Julius Hamilton Will McCallum

Little Grove Gals
Chloe Kelley Nekota Rachel DeAngelis
Caroline Gabrielle Leonard Gabrielle Leonard
Natalie Hanna Goefft Maia Stevenson
Carlie Ela Engert Jerri Cohen
Jacqueline Kiara Owens Jahya Burke

Scotty Atlas Toombs-Tanguay Mason Bowles
Peach T Waldrip Savannah Sperry Meg Rienks
Cooley Alanna Hamilton Alanna Hamilton

Gravediggers Olivia Ashmoore Kyla Burke
Thomas Comings Sydney Cohen
Sofia Hamilton Gracie Francisco
Ivy Meissner Lauren Mount

Kid Tech
Stage Managers Miles Crabill, Marlena Morshead
Props Managers Briana Beard, Libby Caldwell, Chelsey Mack
Light Board Operator Mackenzie Simmonds
Sound Board Operator Sam McLaughlin
Follow Spot Operators Maddie Hicks, Austin Luse
House Manager Nate Balano
Set Running Crew Tyler Anderson, Peter Blanchard, Lucas Roher, Sean Whyte

White Hill Players in

Fri. Night
Sat. Matinee

Sat. Night
Sun. Matinee



 O Sister, Where Art Thou
TICKET ORDER FORM

Indicate order below:

Performance $$ Amount

Friday, Mar 23  at 7:30PM
Adult  $10Sat, Mar 24 at 2 PM
Child  $  7

Sat, Mar 24 at 7:30 PM
Adult  $10Sun, Mar 25 at 2 PM
Child  $  7

TOTALS

Enclosed is my check
made payable to YES

 Visa/MC Num : ___________________________________ Exp. Date: _________

Turn in this order form to the school office.

theater
YES, Ross Valley Schools Foundation     P.O. Box 2      San Anselmo, CA  94979     415.721.1555     info@yestokids.org

Tickets are on sale March 16 - 22 for White Hill�s production of O Sister, Where Art Thou. Please enclose check or VISA with this order
form and drop off at the White Hill school office. You may pick up your tickets at the box office under �will call.�  Tickets will also be
on sale the day s of performances (Plese note: night performances usually sell out!)

Child�s Name________________________________________Phone_____________________

All  $10

All  $10

Number of Tickets

Signature____________________________________________________________________

Print______________________________________________________________________

Name________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________ Zip______________

Phone_____________________________   Email_____________________________________

Indicate your email address for confirmation of order receipt.



Sunday, April 22
White Hill School

101 Glen Drive, Fairfax
11am - 4pm

FREE! Hands-on fun
for kids and adults

of all ages!
Join us for a kid-inspired and kid-driven
celebration for budding poets, artists,

thespians, musicians and dancers of the
Ross Valley School District!

� Theater and Music Performances
� Interactive Art Projects

for All Ages (weather permitting)

� Face Painting - Henna Art
� Italian Street

Painting
� Art Gallery
� Student Rock Band

Performance at 3pm

YESFest is made possible by YES, the Ross Valley Schools Foundation

Fest
White Hill

Book Fair

11-5 FREE!

Refreshments for sale
by the White HIll

Parent Cafe


